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On page 1, Mr. Ogden shares his opinion on the problems that have led to the present condition of 
the Everglades and, on page 2, the changes in the current restoration plan, why that change occurred, 
and (on page 3) specific turning points that marked that change.  He also discusses the influence of 
the scientific community on this process.  On page 4-7, his professional and academic background is 
covered.  Page 7 also contains his perspective on the comparative lack of emphasis on science within 
the Park Service bureaucracy; page 8-9 continues his opinion of the Park Service, as well as his 
understanding of the relationship between decreased wading-bird populations and hydrological 
patterns.   
 
On page 10, Mr. Ogden talks about the impact of a rain-based water-delivery system and why the 
Fish and Wildlife Service opposed this system.  This leads into a conversation about the tension 
between saving endangered species and fostering restoration, with specific regard to the wood stork 
and Everglades kite dispute (page 11-12).  Mr. Ogden=s involvement with Florida Bay is covered on 
page 12-13.  He reflects on the relationship between Park Service and the Army Corps of Engineers 
and the Park=s scientists= working relationship with other agencies (page 13-14).  Later, he 
discusses the Park Service and the South Florida Water Management District=s relationship (page 
17) and the co-existence of the District and the Army Corps of Engineers (where he particularly 
disagrees with criticisms levied upon the Corps) (page20). 
 
Mr. Ogden converses at length regarding the process of events leading to the co-edited volume 
Everglades: The Ecosystem and Restoration (page 14-16).  He stresses his commitment to seeing 
that scientists be involved on a political and policy level in the restoration on page 18.  He speaks 
admirably of Sam Poole on page 19.  He then speaks at length at the creation of the Task Force and 
Working Group and its Science Coordination team (21-25).  He also discusses the Governor=s 
Commission on a Sustainable South Florida (26) and compares it with a later, less effective 
commission (26-27).  He then shares his first involvement with the re-study team, discussing in 
detail the teams, models, disagreements, public involvement, and strengths and weaknesses of this 
group=s process (27-33), culminating in the controversial Chief=s Report (page 33-34).  
 
Mr. Ogden also details his involvement on the RECOVER team (35-37), and shares his belief in the 
necessity of peer-review (page 37-38). The balance of the interview contains his thought on the 
comprehensive plan: especially in regard to unproven technologies (34), spatial-extent (38), the 
targets which will determine the success or failure of the plan (39-40), the major obstacles to success 
(40), the need for public support (40-41), and the most important lessons he has gleaned from this 
process of Everglades Restoration (41-42).   
 


